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The last Legislature of Pennsylvania
succeeded in so befogging the laws of that
Commonwealth that it has been a debatable
question among lawyers for a year past
whether Good Friday is a legal holiday.
The Attorney General has at last come to
the relief, and decided the question in the
affirmative.

The mayor of Philadelphia last night ap-

proved the ordinance, passed by both
branches of the city council, appropriating
an additional million dollars to the Centen-

nial celebration in 1876. and a certified copy
or the ordinance will be presented y to
Congress. The enthusiasm manifested upon
the nassasre of the appropriation exhibits
the patriotic earnestness of the people of
Philadelphia m the great enterprise com-

mitted to their immediate care by Congress.

PHILADELPHIA AND THE CEN-
TENNIAL.

There U something magnificent in the
way old Pennsylvania stands by the Inter
national Exposition on the 4th of July,
1S7C. YesterAiy the city councils of

by a unanimous vote, appro-
priated $1,000,000 to the Centennial, in ad
dition to $500,000 voted before, and also in
aJdition to $1,675,000 from the people them-
selves. This U cxclu&ivc of $1,000,000
from the Legislature, and an additional
$1,000,000 now in procefs of subscription
from the people of the city, to which may
be added further subscriptions from the in
tcrior of the State and from the horse rail
roads. This great Commonwealth does
not, therefore, come to Congress as a peti
tioner. She offers more than two thirds of
the money herself in actual subscriptionsand
bona fide appropriations, and only asks the
Government to keep its pledged faith, and
nothing more. The word of the nation
has been pledged. Her invitations to the
world have been offered and accepted.
Pennsylvania is at the fore, and with her
generous and open hand assumes nearly
all the burdens, depending simply upon the
nation to make good her bonds, which have
never before been violated, and will not be
violated now.

THE PRESIDENT AND HIS VOL-
UNTAS r ADVISEES.

President Grant is distinguished quite as
much for his sagacity in the selection of
the right men at the proper time for execu-
tion of specific duties as for his correct
judgment as to the best course to pursue in
important public exigencies. Endowed
with a large share of good common sense,
he is also intuitively a judge of men.
Hence it is that he rarely seeks advice from
the metropolitan press or pins his faith
upon the dictnm of any of the thousand
and one voluntary advisers, some of whom
have traveled hundreds of miles to instruct
him upon the principles of finance and the
intricacies of a reliable circulating medium.
"With a full sense of the grave responsibili-
ties attaching to tho high office in which an
admiring and confiding people have twice
placed him, girded with that firm

which is always the result of va-

ried and arduous duties, he has applied
himself assiduously to the study of the sci-

ence of government as Illustrated by expe
rience and practical observation.

During the war he was noted for the at
tention with which he listened to the
opinions of his generals quite as much as
lie was lor pursuing quietly ana unostenta
tiously tho dictates of his own e".sar judg-
ment In the end. The results then vindi-

cated the clearness of his vision and the
correctness of his conclusions. But no
parade was ever made in his reports of the
triumph of his policy or tho exposure of the
differences which had arisen in his councils.
Firmly grounded In the rectitude of his own
intentions, he boldly assumed the responsi-
bilities, and superb In his magnanimity, he
never taunted his subordinates with re-

minders of the adverse counsels which they
had tendered. The consequence is that
fjW, if any, who served with him in a ca-

pacity which accorded them a personal ac-

quaintance, have ever deserted nls fortunes
or accused him of any lack of honor, in-

tegrity or patriotism, while most of them
esteem him as one of the wisest and most
prudent of counselors.

These war Teterans, many of whom are
now in the councils of the nation, no less
than those statesmen who during the last
eight years' association with Gen. Grant
at the national capital, both in his capacity
of General of tho Army and President, are
greatly amused at the patronizing air with
which the youthful Rothschild of the New
York Herald first advises the President to
veto a financial measure which has not yet
passed, and secondly attempts to bully him
into It by threatening him with another
civil war. It wonld bo very unlike the
President to be influenced In either direc
tion from what he deems to be the line of
his duty by such arguments as these. His
army friends especially are of the opinion
that the editor of the Herald has studied
the character of Gen. Grant to little pur-
pose ifho Imagines that he will "scare worth
a cent" In matters ot public policy and
duty intimidation and flattery are alike
thrown away upon him. His chart" of
guidance is the Constitution and the laws
of Congress as he understands them, and
the will of the people as expressed through
their representatives.

The Herald makes a great display of
quoting the vetoes of the United States
bank by John Tyler, through whom It
claimed to have Tylerized the administra-

tion of President Harrison after his death.

That journal then boasted of driving Dintel
Webster and others from the Cabinet of Mr.
Tyler by exposing Cabinet secreto.obtalned
from Robert Tyler, the son and private sec-

retary of the President The Herald cor-

respondent of that day, Mr. Nat. Parmelee,
asserted that he slept with Bob Tyler, and
through him instigated the vetoes.

The "son of his father," who now wields
the baton In the Herald building, doubtless
dreams of disintegrating the Republican
party in a manner similar to that in which
the Clay-TVh- lg party of 1843 was slightly
dismembered by the machinations of his
parent But as there was only a corporal's
guard of six Caleb dishing and Henry A.
'Wise being two of the number detached
by the herculean efforts of the Herald then,
and as the relative power of that journal
now in the political world is far less than it
waa at that time, there is but slight pros-
pect for the gratification of Its ambition
In this respect The Increased dissemina-
tion of political Intelligence among the peo-

ple sinco that date, In which the Herald
has been one of the most active and power-
ful agents, has educated them beyond the
danger of sudden change of political faith
without cause. m

The Republican party are proud of the
firmness and wisdom of their President,
and they believe that he has y a stronger
hold upon the affections of the people than
he ever had before. They honor him as
much for his manly Independence of
thought and action as for his unswerving
devotion to the vital principles of the Re-

publican faith. And they know that while
he may very nearly agree with the financial
theories advocated by tha Herald
and bare full confidence that he will not
change without what may seem to him
good and wise reasons, they are just as fully
aware that there is no probable certainly
that the Herald will adhere to the same views
longer than the next change of wind. The
President who Should attempt to follow the
sinuosities of the Herald' t devious course,
or be guided by Its Quixotic teachings,
would full soon be lost amid the mazes of
the no party platform, without friends, fol
lowers, party, or votes. Such an one is not
General Grant lie has been too long
accustomed to Interpret the will of the
people for himself to accept at this late day
the voluntary solution of the Herald in
stead. Neither does he consider that all
the Interests of the people centra In the
moneyed corporations of "Vall street, but
deems it his duty, as well as high privilege,
to stand as the guardian of the rights and
best interests of the whole people in every
quarter and section of the country.

ANOTHER BAD HAUL.
The memorialists met with mo3t unfa-

vorable success yesterday on every hand.
Every witness called, from Samuel Strong
to Riley A. Shinn, failed to assist them In
establishing their charges. Mr. Dan. Con-

nolly showed that board prices were
cheaper than those paid under the old
corporation. Mr. Win. E. Nott, contract
clerk, explained fully and clearly the man-

ner of executing contracts and filing the
necessary bonds. The evidence of Mr.
Linville fallr corroborated that of Mr.
John O. Evans.

In short, the memorialists seemed baffled
and disappointed at every turn. The mem-

bers of the committee were also apparently
fatigued with their prolonged and repeated
efforts to obtain a single grain of wheat
from so much chaff. Even the indefatiga-
ble Judge "Wilson deserted the room before
the session closed. Senator Thurman did
not make his appearance. The counsel for
the memorialists seemed dispirited, and the
correspondents of the Sun and Tribune
looked chapfallcn. Senator Allison several
times intimated to counsel that the commit
tee could not afford to spend their time in
such a trifling manner. It Is about time
that the drag-ne- t were hanged up to dry.

CHEERFUL CHARITY.
The alacrity with which the people of

Washington are springing to our assistance
in the charity movement does them infinite
credit. When we first entered upon the
task in hand we expressed the belief that
the people, when once apprised of the needs
of the charitable institutions in our midst,
would join hearts and hands to push on the
work. The result proves that we were not
mistaken, for from every quarter come
offers of assistance and words of encourage-
ment that prove how deeply the heart of
the public has been touched.

In another column will be found an ac
count of the progress of the charity move-
ment, and a perusal of which will convince
our readers that the proposed entertain-
ments promise to be not only numerous, but
eminently successful. Both the theatres
and the two principal halls have been
gratuitously offered, and Mr. Ford, at least.
Is creditably active in arranging one, if not
two, grand performances, the entire pro-

ceeds of which shall be devoted to the
charity fund. To day we publish the propo-
sition of tho Joe Jeffereon Dramatic
Club to give an entertainment, with the
'same purpose in view, as well as an in
terview with the president of a leading
colored organization of a similar nature,
the members of which are likewise Imbued
with tho enthusiasm of the hour. There is
no doubt that the popularity of these clubs
would fill the largest hall in the city when-
ever either shall arrange to give a perform
ance, and wc confidently believe that sev-

eral hundred dollars will be added to the
charity fund through their generous and
noble efforts In the good cause.

Surely there is abundant reason for con-

gratulation in these evidences of success for
the forthcoming entertainment. With at
tractive performances at the theatres, with
the efforts of the amateurs at the halls, "and
with the enthusiastic public eager to give
each overflowing patronage, there Is every
reason to bo hopeful of a glorious result
Let the workers in the good cause push on
in their efforts to carry the excitement to a
magnificent climax, and not only ennoble
their lives In this world, but help to earn a
place In that bright land where all is love.

GETTING VERY B1CR.
The signs of weakness which have been

exhibited by the memorialists for some

days past were most painfully Increased
yesterday as one after another of their wit
nesses left the stand without establishing a
single point in their numerous charges and
specifications. The following extract from
the testimony of Governor Shepherd, given
on Wednesday, was what transformed their
general debility into distressing nausea :

"By Mr. Hubbell: Q. I want to know if
you naa any interest either directly or

"Indirectly, in either of these companies
"from the time you commenced to act as a
"member of the Board of Public Works!
"A. No, sir; In no manner, shape, or form,
"either directly or Indirectly, or la any
"other contract or any other thing that tho
"Board of Public Works have ever done.

"Q. No secret interest! A. No, sir; no
"interest of any kind whatever.

"By Mr. Jewett: Q. Is your brother-ln-- "

law a contractor T A. No, sir.
"Q. No Interest Irr any contracts T A.

" No. sir; I have no relative that has any in-- "
terest in any contract in any shape,

" By Mr. Hubbell : Q. State whether or
"not you had any Interest In any shape,

manner or form in these paving contracts T

"A. I had not
"Q. Had yon any! A. Never.
"Q. No resultant Interest! A. No. sir.
" Q. Did you have any interest in the

"nameofKifbourn! A. No, sir; anymore
" than I had In yourname, or in that ofany
" member of this committee.

"BMr. Stewart: Q. Did Mr. Ktlbourn
"hold any real estate for you as trustee!
"A. Not one dollar, and never did."

This bold, firm, earnest and manly deck- -

THE NATIONAL BEPUBUCAN. FRIDAY MORNING APRIL 3, 1874-DOU-BLE SHEET.

ration, jnade with all tho maJcstyCof truth
and emphasis of righteous indignation at
the foul Insinuations and insidious surmises
and prophecies of evil that have been circu
lated "broadcast concerning him since this
inquiry-commence- d, carried conviction to
every mind present, not excepting those of
the opposing counsel

BEAUREGARD'S LETTER.
We publish In another column Gen. Beau-

regard's letter In Teply to one from Gen.
Hebert, published In this paper about two
weeks' ogo Gen. Hebcrt's letter being in
reply to a letter addressed by Gen. Beaure-

gard to Gen. John B. Gordon. We fall to
see any point in Gen. Beauregard's letter
which merits public attention. It is a mat-

ter of but small consequence whether the
General sought the office of mayor or ad
ministrator of public improvements, or
wnether either or both of those offices
sought him. His letter Is silent on the
great and Important questions which affect

the present and future welfare of Louisi-

ana, and does not in any way controvert
any point in tho position taken by Gen
Hebert in regard to what is best under the
present state of affairs for the future wel
fare and prospects of Louisiana.

As to the charge made by Gov. McEnery
against Gov. Kellogg, accusing him of en
deavoring to form a ring in New York to
further despoil the State, Gov. Kellogg, in
a card published In the New Orleans Pica-
yune, over his own signature, on the same
day that the telegraphic report of McEne
ry's charge reached New Orleans, denied
it most emphatically, branded it as a false-

hood, and challenged the proof, which has
never since been offered.

General Beauregard says: "But should
"General Hebert ever offer himself as a
"candidate for the suffrage of Louisianians
"hereafter tho country will well know
"from what class of our people he will
"draw his support"

We are not much In doubt as to the
"class" to which Gen. Beauregard refers
the colored people. And in this Gen. Beau-
regard but justly concedes the honor to
Gov. Hebert of receiving the support of that
"class," especially so when It is remembered
that Gen. Beauregard was recently a con-

spicuous and honored leader of the organi-
zation known as the "Unification party."

FAST DRIVING ON THE AVENUE.
In our local columns lately we have re-

corded a number of accidents, the result of.
fast driving on the Avenue. No excuse
can be offered in palliation of the criminal
carelessness of drivers who thus violate the
laws of the District and recklessly jeopar-
dize human life and limb. It is true a great
temptation is presented by smooth pave-
ments to speed blooded horses, but the
most prominent thoroughfare in the city is
not the place for the exhibition of such ex-

citing pleasures. In the capitals of Europe
the pleasure drives, like our avenues, within
the city limits, are placed under the careful
supervision of watchful police, and in New
York, as well as in other American cities,
mounted officers are stationed at requisite
points for the sole purpose of repressing the
American Jehu proclivities from such a de-

velopment as to endanger the safety of pe-

destrians or other Individual members of
the community. The famous drives Under
den Linden and through the Champs de
Elysees are thus rendered delightfully at-

tractive and perfectly safe to all who seek
to enjoy their pleasures. The custom of
slow driving, which has obtained as the
result of this supervision, almost Invariably
results in the formation of lines of
moving vehicles, one column passing on
cither side "of the center of the drive, all
going at a moderate rate, about five miles
an hour, and enabling their occupants to
recognize, salute and return the salutations
of friends and acquaintances. The scene
presented by this constantly changing vari-
ety of equipage, countermarching, to use a
military phrase, past each other, is not only
a pleasant sight, but insures the most pleas-
urable attraction of casual social recogni-
tion, as well as the safe enjoymentof health-givin-g

exercise in the open air. Our great
Avenue is admirably calculated for such a
display, and were it not for the fact that
each individual of the vast number of our
drivers seems to be imbued with a restless
discontent when he finds himself in
the rear of some other vehicle, and pos-

sessed of an ambition to " d every
one else on the road," tho custom
to which we refer would soon
and almost imperceptibly assert jUelf here
to the gratification of ordinary people and
the safety of alL As It Is, every lady, how-
ever much she may excel as a whip, and
for that matter those of the sterner sex who
are not possessed of extraordinary confi-

dence In their ability to handle the ribbons,
arc compelled to seek recreation when they
drive out on the less public streets. We
have numbers of drives and "smooth
reaches" which might under proper regula
tion, be especially devoted to the use of
high-steppe- and where the
gay and exciting scenes of the Harlam road
might be Indulged without danger to any-
thing except the necks of the reckless
drivers themselves; but within the city it-

self let the laws be so enforced as to secure
the safety of Invalids, women and children,
as well as the comfort and pleasure of all
classes.

Gex. Amos Beckwitd, who will be remem-

bered all over the country where there are
any of the officers of the old Army of the
Potomac as having supplied them with their
provisions Inthe dark days of lS31-'6-3' and 'C3,
has been assigned to duty In the oQce of the
Commissary General. In April, 1831, upon
the first arrival of troops from the North,
General, then Captain Beckwlth, was the only
officer of the Commissary Department on duty
at this point. He was obliged alone and un
aided suddenly to Issue rations of provisions to
several regiments of green troops who came
to the field with nothing In the shape of camp
equipage. Communication being at once cut
off with the North on tho 20th of April by the
Baltimore secession mob, nothing could be ob
tained from that direction, and Captain Beck.
with was under the necessity of improvising all
requisite paraphernalia and to supply the
troops as best he could until theembaxgo was
raised by the arrival of General Butler via
Annapolis. This he accomplished with great
success, and displayed such rare ability as
well as fidelity to the Government that
he was retained here as Chief Depot
Commissary until nearly the close of the
war. He it was who brought discipline

I and order ont of chaos, and provided for the
magnificent army of McDowell In July, 1861.

He also lapplied all the troops under McOlel-la-n

In his campaign of 1663. He canted ovens
to be constructed in the basement of the Cap-

itol, where millions of loaves of bread were
baked for the army and the hospitals. Els
health having commenced to suffer from the
constant cares and labors entailed by
this service, he was relieved at his
own request In 1864, and ordered to report
to General Sherman, whom he accompanied
through his Western campaign and famous
march to the sea. During the put eight years
General Beckwlth has been stationed at New

Orleans, one of the most important commissary
depots In the country, charged with the supply

of the troops of the Gulf States. The large ex
perience which General Beckwlth has gained
In these varied and arduous services will be of
the neatest utility In the position to which he
l now assimed. The order evinces both wis
dom and eood Judgment on the part of the
military authorities.

Wi bad the pleasure last evening of a visit
from the veteran editor of tho Philadelphia
Prcu. Col. Forney made a minute Inspection
of Tna National Bxpcbucax building, and
expressed much surprise as well as pleasure at
the perfection of Its. appointments. Colonel
Forney retains all of his old love for the Na
tional Capital, and has no sympathy with
those who are now striving to retard its pro
gress and dwarf fts, jrrovpfe

DBTRicrnrmTiGATiotf
" ICnattnued from unndpage.

Mr. Christy. Is It proposed to call the father
who did the collecting' and disbursing of the
money!
l The Chairman. Ho can be called If desired.
It seems I misapprehended the testimony of
Mr. Fowler, and was misled In relation to it.
The entry of July 31, 1378, is an entry of a
return oi tno money to .Mr. rowier, tne urst
beln a deposit.

Mr. Johnson, (secret&rvofthe Board of Pub-li- e
Works.) I find Mr. Fowler denosited. Sco--

tember 21, tl ,000, and that it was returned Sep-
tember 21, as shown by this book that I hold in
my n ana . inere is mil one deposit.

By Mr. Stewart: q. With whom was the de-
posit made?

Mr. Johnson. With the collector, I presume;
I cannot tell yon anything about that.

TESTIMONT OT WILLIAM I. XOTT.

William F. Nott sworn.
By the Chairman, (at the suggestion of

counsel tonne memorialists;; 14. Are you In
sue empioj 01 tuo coaru 01 ruouc works. A.
Yes, sir.

Q. What capacity! A. Contract clerk.
Cj. What are your duties! A. My duties

under the board are to draw up contracts and to
superintend the execution by the contractors
and the board.

Q. When did this service begin on your part!
A. The date of my aDDOlntment aa contract
clerk is January 1,'ISTJ. I was there as assis
tant superintendent prior to that, from August
21. 1871.

q. Have you had supervision of the drawing
ul tucou raubrifccui jur wor& iua material oy
the Board of Public Works! A. I have; all
that were drawn, with the exception of one or
two, which I believe the attorney of 'the Dis-
trict drew. They are all in those printed
forms, for work'on the street.

Q. Were these contracts drawn andalrapS at
or about the time tiiey bear date, and if any of
uicm were uuv eo signed, pieace Slater A. AS
a general rule they were promptly signed. Ikept
no record of the date oftbelr signing, but there
was a rule of the board which soon brought the
contractor to the office to sign the contract.
He could get no pay unless he got a statement
from me that the contract was signed and
bonded. The usual Inquiry from the auditor's
office Is, Has such and such a contract been
signed and bonded! If not signed, the auditor
would, as a rule I can only state what was
the rule In reference to my own office.

Q. State to the committee the method. A.
That was the method. I presume in every caso
he declined to pay unless the contract was
signed and bonded.

Q. Were those contractors generally present
when yon drew this contract! A. No, sir.

Q. At whose orders were thcydrawu! At
the order of the board, when the board awarded
a contract to a particular person! A . The rule
was to send them to me through the engineer's
office. The details were settled In the engineer's
office, and then the matter referred to me for
the purpose of dxaftlns: the contract Into these
prlnlea lorms. sometimes a contractor wouiu

other times he would not be present. Some
times he would not act untu he wanted money,
and the rule of the board would compel him to
come to the contract-roo- m to sign and bond on
the contract.

Q. Do you know of any contracts havlm?
been executed recently! A. Certainly; tho
list furnisneu you snows some that were omy
two or three weeks old, and some not so old as
that, when the investigation was ordered.

Q. I mean dated back to a remote period!
A. No, sir; the report whbh you have here and
from mv office is a correct report.

The Chairman. You state In one of your
charges, Mr. Christy, that contracts have been
signed recently. Give me the number of those
contracts)

Witness. They may have been signed recently,
but none of them have been dated back.

Mr. Merrick. Executed recently, Independent
of their date If they have not been signed re-

cently!
A. Some of them were sljncd recently.
The Chairman. Please refer to that charge,

Mr. Merrick. I cannot refer to It at the instsnt.
Mr. Christy. I desire to examine the witness

generally, as you have done, and also particu-
larly with reference to particular contracts.

The Chairman. That is precisely what I de-

sire counsel to call my attention to. They make
a charge that certain contracts were signed. I
want to call attention to these charges.

Mr. Merrick--, it is tue nun charge, found on
page 59 of the current report, marked para-
graph 5.

The Chairman. Just Interrogate him In ref-
erence to those particular contracts, if you
please, Mr. Merrick.

Mr. Merrick. Do you know anythlnj about a
contract made with Williams & Co. for Tiber
creek sewer! When was that contract signed!

ine witness, tie uas more man one.
Q. The contract made with him for work

which was done about nearly two years ajro!
A. You had better show me the contract, and I
can then civo you a more definite answer.

Q. no had a large contract for the Tiber
creek sewer, hod he not! A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was not that contract signed in the month
of February of the current year! A. Let me
see It, and I will give you a more definite an-

swer.
By Mr. Jewett: Q. Cannot you answer that!

A. No, sir, I cannot; because he has several
contracts.

Q. The one Juare Merrick refers to! A.
No, sir; I cannot tell from memory.

ulc unairmau. 1 nave sent ior tne con
tract.

Mr. Jewett. It re;ms to me that the witness
oueht to recollect about tho contract.

The Witness. Iterer me to it here In this
printed book, and perhaps I can remember
about It.

Q. Just eo over those that are numbered on
pore. 59. A. I think I know what Mr. Merilck
refers to; out 1 wouia ratner see tue contract
be f&re I give my answer.

y. Take contract ovt.
The Witness. What Is the question!
O. When was that contract executed by the

parties! A. I could it give a definite answer
to that; but my Impression Is, it was signed not
a very long time subsequent to the other date.
It certainly was not signed in tho month of
ieDruary.

O. Was It signed since the month of Decem
ber! A. The date of It here 22.

(j. 1 know the date. X ou have already stated
that the contracts bore the date of the time
when they were entered Into. A. No, sir; hot
that; I did not state that.

Q. You staled in the general . A. No,
sir; I stated that they bore the date of the
award the date at which they came to me.

Q. Then the date as apparent upon the face
of the contract is no criterion as to the time
when the contract was signed! A. Not always,
because for the reason stated. There were two
or more classes of contractors. Somo would be
clamoring for their contracts, and some thought
all that they had to do was to secure the con.
tract and then immediately go to work. But
tho very moment they wonted the money, then
the rule of tho office brought them to the con-

tract room.
Q. Were there not a number of contracts for

work Ions; since done awarded that have been
signed since this Investigation was ordered!
A. I think I can answer that pretty clearly. I
do not think there were more than thirty or
forty left in the office at the time that we
signed, subsequent to this report. Fortunately
the manner in which we made our report cor-
roborate what I say; that Is, If I understand
the question. I have heard a great deal about
It, but I did not hear of It at ail until this

began. I suppose the committee
will remember how the report was made.

The Chairman. Yes, we know how it was
made.

The Witness. We took up merely the report.
which had been made In November last. It
was made nrj to November 1 and minted. We
simply took the. report as It is printed there
and added to it ail those that were added' sub-
sequently, and here lt'ls, handing said report
to Mr. Jewett. That contains every transac-
tion that has taken place in the office since that
time. By looting over the list yon can ascer-tot- ?

whether aify of themnave been made for
any purpose such as you have heard spoken of.

uj jut. uunu. x. am i uuucismuu juu,
then, none of those which were numbered and
which appear in the report of November, 1S73,
have'been tlgn aVthe office since this present
session of Congress! A. No, sir; I do not
mean anything of that kind. L mean, to say
some thirtyor forfyTmeieMfict Xlj?rg
was a 'memorandum list kept which I wish I
tould put my hand 0), but I have looked for it
ever since this Investigation has been going on
and I have been unable to find It. I suppose It
I lost somewhere. It may have been swept
out and put Into the waste basket.

Q. Can you state from memory! A. I can
state this: I remember very distinctly that there
was no important contract not one.

Q. Not a single Important contract! A
Yes, sir; since I come to think, there was one.
It was this boundary sewer, and perhaps I had
oetter give tne mstory 01 tuai.

Q. With whom was that! A. Mr. Gregg.
He had been present, ready at any time since
the drawing of that contract, for the purpose of
signing 11; ne was reauy wiui aim Donosmen,
but the engineer's office could not fix the exact
terminus of It, and he declined to sign It; but
It was done. It was no fault of the board or
contractor that It had not previously been
signed.

Q. Now, to return to this enumeration there,
ifyou please, and speak of each of theso con-

tracts In their order, and whether any of these
In particular order there taking them one by
one have been staled since the Dresent session
of Congress, beginning at 601. A. I would not
like to make an absolute oath to anything of
mat suna, oecause-- i nave notauur nut my
memory to refsr to. The business of the office
wu always very brisk, and I could not remem-
ber In every case.

By Mr. Christy; Q. Could you by having
tne contracts prouueeu you coma in-
spect them! A. Yes; these in this printed
book would be Just as good as they are.

Mr. Christy. I prefer, if the chairman pleases,
to have the contracts produced.

The Chairman. I hare sent for them,

1 BrMrVkerrielt: Q. Hare'W'fndepenaejSt
memory of. the fact of any of those large con-
tractors coming or being brought to the office
for the purpose of, signing contrtcU under
which they had. been performing work daring
the post year or during the past two years! A.
Let me state 'something which will show you
bow impossible it is for me to make testimony,

q. I ask for the fact, and then you can assign
your reason. -
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again, please. A

By Mr. Merrick: q. I ask you if you have no
Independent memory of the general fact that
some of the contractors who have had con-
tracts for large pieces of work which have been
either In whole or in part executed within the
last one or two years came to the office, or
were brought to the office, and signed their
contracts since the commencement of the pres-
ent session of Congress! A. No, sir; I have no
means of knowing when the contracts were
completed.

q. You have no recollection of any of these
contractors being in your office at all to sign
mntraclsl A. Oh. yes. sir: they were conat&nur
In there signing contracts. I had.no means of
Knowing; tcougn, wnen tne contract was d.

q. Did any of these men who had large con-

tracts, if you h aye any memory of any of them ,
come to the office for the purpose of signing
their contracts since the present session of
Congress Degani a. mat is pretty inaenuite.
It Is a pretty broad question. I cannot answer
definitely. I would If I could.

q. .Give me is distinctly an answer as you
can. A. That is, I have no recollection of the
matter distinctly,

q. Have you any Indistinct recollection! A,
My Indistinct recollection Is that there were
contractors in the office, but they came there
as much for material of anything else.

q. Had you to do with materials! A. Yes,
sir; every order for materials was Issued from
any office.

Q. You have no knowledge, then, and no
that any of those contractors who

bad large contracts with tho Board of Public
Works ever signed their contracts since the
commencement of the present session of Con-
gress! ,A. I can only make answer from the
Best of my recollection, and I have none.

Q. You have no recollection of them! A.
No, 6ir. I know they were there, and they may
have more or less signed contracts.

Q. Did you not attest as a witness, sundry
contracts since this present session of Congress
began! A. I know what I did do in reference
to that matter, and it has caused me a little
merriment. It Is this: mine has been one of the
busiest offices under the board. At all times
there are from ten to twenty persons there, in
the office, clamoring cither for material or con-
tracts. Sometimes the clerk, In taking a sig-
nature which would, of course, be signed In my
presence by the contractor, would lay It aside
for my signature, and a number of them have
been pissed in that way. Thus witnesses and
attests were often made.

q. You havo attested a number of contracts
since this present session of Congress began!
A. Yes, sir: a number of them have been or
dered since the session began.

Q. Wcro any of them ordered before the time
I spoke of! A. I could not answer that ques-
tion definitely, because I have nothing to de-
pend on but my memory.

q. You signed all those contracts as a wit-
ness! A. Nearly all of them. All that I knew
were signed In my presen:e.

Q. Have you any recollection of any of these
contracts being taken out of the office to be ex-

ecuted by any member of the Board of Public
Works since this session of Congress began,
and especially by Henry D. Cooke!

The Witness. Taken out to be signed by
Henry D.Cooke!

Q. Yes, sir. A. Oh, now I comprehend you.
I didn't understand your question before. Cer
tainly, they were sent 13 the Governor's office
for signature.

Q. Old contracts! A. Yes. sir: some of
tnem.

Signed by Henry D. Cooke! A. Yes, sir.
Now. can you tell us any of those! A.

Six hundred and ninety-fou- r is not even wit-
nessed by me, I notice here: C36 is. That was
signed before the session of Congress.

V. wnenwas it signed to the best or your
recollection! A. You can lust lmaclne my
difficulty, Mr. Merrick.

y. All we want to get at Is your knowledge.
A. I have no knowledge; you would not want
my memory.!

Q. Have you any memory or impression as
to the time when that contract was executed
62.1 the contract of Filbert! A. I couUb not
fix as to any contract.

Q. Give me the benefit of your (est lmcres--
slon about it, as to when that contract was

by yourself as a witness or by Mr.
Cooke . A. I know that a number were
signed. I went with a number to Mr. Cooke,
but I could not fix the date.

Q. I don't ask the precise date. I ask within
the limit of the present session of Comrrcss.
A. If there hod been any motive In doing It I
would have remembered of doing It.

Q. I am not asking yon now anything is to
the material. A. But I want to show you how
It Is Impossible to fix It In my memory, from
the fact that it was a mere office routine work.

Q. You say you did carry a number of con
tracts' to Henry D. Cooke since the present
session of Congress for bun to sign! A. I
think there were, but I would not state the fact
positively. It is very likely it was so. It was
a mere piece 01 onice routine wore.

By the Chairman: Q. After he ceased to be
Governor!

The Witness. What Is the date of this!
By Mr. Merrick: Q. I ask If any were carried

to be signed by Governor Cooke since the pres-
ent session of Congress began! A. I say that
I think It quite possible it was so.

Q. Did you carry them yourself! A. Some.
I did not to Henry D. Cooke; I carried them to
the Governor's office.

Q. They were returned to vou with the sig
nature of Henry D. Cooke upon them! A.
Yes, sir.

V. --Had they the signature or Henry D. Cooke
upon them before you carried them there! A.
Some had and some hod not. '

O. Did somo return with his signature which
had not hla on them when they were
carried! A. Tho question I was trying to fix in
mymlnd

Tho Chairman. I want to see if counsel can-
not agree as to these contracts. What is the
claim of the District government!

Mr. Mattlngly. I do not know what the claim
Is on the other side.

Mr. Merrick. It Is claimed on the other side
that a number of these contracts were signed
by the officers of the District government since
the present sesslonof Congress began, although
they profess to bear dote and profess to have
been executed upon their face, so far as the
date represents It. a Ion? time anterior to that.

The Chairman. And they give tho number of
certain contracts)

Mr. Shellabargcr. And stated there were as
many more.

Mr. Mattlnglv. Our answer refers to that.
By Mr. Boss: q. Let me call the attention of

tne witness to this contract, number 535. That
bears date 1873, the 27th of September. When
was mat rxecuteai A. lie ssia stnree weeas
before he was here; I presume four weeks.

q. There Is a contract 'dated In September,
1873. Has it been executed within the lost two
weeks! A. My understanding of that is quite
different from that of Mr, Collins.

Q. State your understanding. A. I am going
to gtvo It as I understand It. Mr. Collins called
upon me after his testimony was given here.
The day after that testimony was given I read
it In the paper, and happening to meet his part-
ner. Mr. Jones. I asked Mm what Mr. Collins
meant by that statement. He gave me an an
swer wnicn 1 ao not care to repeat nere. Air.
Collins called on me subsequently, and I told
him the circumstances under which It had laid
so long In the office, and he denied them. He
may be right, but I give my impression of it.
which Is this: that when I summoned him for
the purpose of having him sign this contract
he declined, on the ground that he had not
asked for it and did not want'it. He said that
he had made arrangements with the board.
He said he would not do it at board rates. He
claimed he had an arrangement with the. board
by w hlch he was to receive fifteen per cent,
upon the cost of the work done. The contract
was then laid aside with a view of having it
fairly canceled. Some months later. In my
conversation with the engineer, I learned that
ne naa done a portion or tne woric unaer mat
contract. 1 then sent ior mm, ana tearnea
that be was out of town. I beam jIq that be
was very ill. As soon as he returned I sent for
him againand he signed that contract.

By Mr. Bass: Q. It Was signed since this In-

vestigation ffii Ordered by Congress! A. Cer-
tainly.

Q. What have yon to say. of the remaining
contracts thafyou have before yon! A. I hope
the committee wUl'give-me'i- t least the benefit
of the difficulty in the 'matter. My work is
mere routine work, and there is nothing to fix
such a thing as this in my mind.- - If .there had
been anything special that occurred in the mat-
ter, why, I would have been likely to have re-

membered It.
Q. Then you cannot state from memory

when these .particular contracts were signed,
except the contract of Collins ! A. I do re-

member about that, from the fact
q. In reference to these other contracts; was

there any reason why they should not have
been signed at the date they bear! A. I know
of nono whatever.

By the Chairman: q. Were they made out
by you! A. Either at that time or within
twenty-fou- r or forty-eig- hours afterward as
rapidly as they could be drawn up. There was
no delay.

Q. After you made a contract under the di-

rection of the board, whit did you do with It!
A. Laid it aside for signature.

Q. Where! A. In my office.
0. And when you made out another contract,

what did you do with that! A. I had it signed
and just laid it aside.

Q. Had you a'partlcular place to keep these
contracts! A. Of course I had.

Q. They were all laid together! A. Yes,
sir.

Q. 'Now, did not these accumulate! A.
Sometimes they, would, accumulate. They
were all the while being drawn, .and is fast u
they were being drawn and signed, they would

be pnVawiy "and' the board would sign them
it ainerent times.

O. Can vou tell how many of these contracts
Were on hand, say1 in September last, or In O ?
toner loan a. 1 coma not inaentuy, reauy. 1.
is impossible for me to do so.

O. Were any of them! A. Why. certainly.
Q. Contract were on hind all the while nn--

stgnedT A. Of course. The reason Is because
we were constantly drawing them.

Q. When there was a change of Governor
when Governor Cooke retired were, there any
contracts remaining unsigned by him! A. Of
course It was very natural that he should

Q. W01 there! A. Certainly. There were
quite t. number.

Q. He has signed some of them since! A.
Yes, sir.

Mr. Harrington. We admit that. We told
Mr. Christy that there were a few contracts
unsigned by Governor Cooke when he went
out of office, and he signed them now for then.
But they had been formally signed by a
majority of the board. It was simply to com-
plete the contract. There has never been any
question about it between the counsel.

Mr. Christy. So as to have a full and com-
plete understanding about this matter, I will
state that our charges are, first, that work was
done without contracts In some instances:
second, that contracts were, la fact, executed
after work had progressed; then that con-
tracts have been executedslnco the order mode
by the committee for the production of con-
tracts. I that admitted! That establishes
the principle without regard to particular con-
tracts.

Governor Shepherd. Contracts have not
been executed; some contracts have been com-
pleted.

Mr. Merrick. Have been signed by members
of the board!

Mr. Harrington. Yes, sir; signed previously.
It was not necessary, but It was thought best
to do so to complete them. I understood Mr.
Christy to say, while he was sitting here, that
the only point in this charge was that Governor-Cook-

hod signed some contracts after be had
vacated the office of Governor of the District.
That is true, and we explained to the commit-
tee that at the ttmo he went out of office there
were some contracts remaining in the office of
tne contract cleric that naa Deen signea oy tne
other members of the board, and tho Governor
completed them after the term of his office hod
expired. Now, if there Is any question to be
made In regard to that, you can make It In ar-
gument.

Mr. Christy. Let us go one step further, and
end the argument now. Not only were con-

tracts signed by Governor Cooke after he went
out of office, but after the order made by the
committee for the production of contracts.

Mr. Harrington. None at all.
Mr. Christy. Now, on that subject we desire

to Inquire of Mr. Nott.
The Witness. I know of none. I don't think

it was done as a matter of fact.
Mr. Harrington. I was present when Gover-

nor Cooke signed those; It was anterior. I am
willing to be qualified as to that.

The Witness. I don't think there was a
single member of the board whd signed subse
quently.

By the Chairman: o. You remember the cir
cumstance that such a direction was given to
call upon Governor Cooke for signing contracts!
A. Yes. sir.

q. Now, just state whether or not any of
those contracts were signed alter mat umei
A. 1 told you there were thirty or lorty re-

maining over, but not a single important con-
tract omong them all. I remember that fact;
one of them you had the other day. It was
simply tho extension of contract 830, of Mr.
Samuel Strong.

0. Did you receive at that time any instruc
tion from the board In reference to the com-
pletion of those contracts! A. Nothing further
man to see mem prqpeny executed.

q. And they were executed! A. Yes, sir.
Mr. Christy. I now desire to ask In regard to

a particular contract, namely, the Bingham
contract, which Is a subject of controversy.

Mr. Bass. When you return to your office
can you specify particularly which of those
thirty or forty contracts were! A. I have stated
that if I could find that little memorandum
that I had, I would be able to do so. I will
make another search for that, and if I can find
it, I can doubtless give you the information.

q. nave you no other way of ascertaining!
A. No, sir.

Mr. Harrington. I understand Mr. Nott to
say that there was only one Important contract.

The Witness. Yes; that of Grcggs. That
was no fault of either the board or the con-
tractor that that was not signed. It was
merely a difficulty about the terminus of the
line of sewer.

By Mr. Jewett: q. I understand you to say,
Mr. Nott, that the rule was to make no pay-
ment on a contract until it was executed! A.
That I understood to be the general rule, and
It was followed up so far as I know. It was
that that constantly keep the contractors, more
or less, pretty well up to date.

q. In this book which you placed In my
hauds I find some 40 or 50 contracts which
have been executed since the first of Novem-
ber! A. Yes, sir.

q. I find that looking at them that nearly
all of them were at the time of their execution
partially executed. That Is, work had been
partially done. A. That Is a question in rd

to which I have no knowledge. That
part of It Is the report of the engineer.

q. The book which you placed in my hands
shows that contract No. 955 was completed
when It was executed! A. Yes, sir.

q. The entire work done! A. Yes, sir.
q. And the same In regard to contract No.

SCI the entire work was done! A. Yes, sir.
q. Contract No. 903. A. Yes, sir.
q. The contract of Mr. Samuel Strong, No.

9G5, seems to have been an important contract,
and that that entire work was completed.
And so with regard to 967, 968, 963, 773, 975
with Samuel Strong. 970. 977. 979. 983. 935.
930, 937, that all those contracts being, some of
them wltn Andrew uieason, vans, anaotner
parties, that the whole work wasdono when
these contracts were executed! A. That I
could not testify to, because I have no know
ledge on the subject.

Q. I am speaking of the memorandum that
you have here in this book.

Mr. Mattlngly. That Is correct so for as I
know. What page Is that, Mr. Jewett!

Mr. Jewett. It Is a written book handed me
by the witness.

Q. 989. 990,091,993, 991,095,997,999, 923JJ,
1.000. 1.009. 1.003. with numerous others.
When these contracts were executed, the entire
work, It seems, hod been done. Now, If this
be true, when you stato mat tne general rule
was that no money was to be paid until the
contracts were executed, you didn't intend this
commlttco to believo that that rule was all ob-

served! A. I do Intend to have this committee
believe that it was generally observed

Q. With this memorandum placed in the
hands of the committee by yourself! A. lam
only speaking cf the general work of the two
omces the auditors omce ana tne contract
office. Those things were appended after it
passed my office.

Q: Are not these contracts In your office! A.
Yes, sir; but the knowledge whether the work
was done under them or not is not in my office.

Q. Very well; but you have placed here in
my hands a memorandum from the auditor
showing that the work had been entirely done!
A. No, sir; not from the auditor, but the en-

gineer.
Q. Well, from the engineer, showing the

work bad been entirely done when they were
executed! A. I hare no knowledge of that. I
only tell you the general rule of the board. It
is possible that contracts may have been done
before they were awarded. I know nothing
about that.

Q. Then yon merely speak of the rule! A.
Yes. sir; of the general rule.

Q. Yon don't mean that this committee shall
believe that It Is a fact! A. So far as I know
It, I wish them to believe It.

Q. Don't you believe this book Is true! A.
I do.

Q. Didn't you believe when you presented
mo this book that these statements in it were
true; that the entire work had been done be-

fore these contracts were exrented! A. It may
or may not be so. I will, not swear to another
man's acts.

Q. 1 1 k yon If you don't believe that this
book which you have brought here that these
memoranda ore true! A. No, sir. I hod no
reference to. the memoranda at all, but gave it
to you simply with reference to what relates to
mv office.

Q. You call my attention A. I call the
attention of the committee to the fact. -

Q. Whether they are true or not, you have
no ideal A. No, sir.

Mrjarrjngton As a matter or fact, it has
neferDecn denied by the counsel for the Dis-

trict that some of these conCracU were executed
and signed after the completion or me worK,
though Mr. Nott, as he says, has no knowledge
of the facts.

By Mr. Jewett: q. Does your admission go
farmer mat the payments were maae Deiore
they were executed!

Mr. Harrington. Before these former con-
tracts!'

Governor 8hepherd. No payments were ever
maue except on meuurcraeob ot win cugiuccr.

Mr. Jewett. But the settlements were mode
an the measurements on these contracts where
the work appeared to have been entirely com
pleted.

Mr. Harrington. Yes. sir.
Mr. Jewett. Will you explain to me why the

contracts were executed after you hod made a
settlement with the parties that subsequently
executed the contract!

Mr. Harrington. It was the Idea of the
board to have all the contracts executed as fast
as they could possibly be done. The board
wonld grant a contract, and notify the con-
tractor, In writing, that a certain contract had
been made out. The contracter would go to
work upon that notlflcaUoB. Some cf the con-
tractors would come In and sign the contracts
immediately, and the board would sign them,
either altogether or one at a time. Sometimes
the contractors would not sign them.

Mr. Jewett. I can understand all about that;
out we- question u my xmna is uus: nere us
series of contracts apparently for large amounts
of work, which work on the date of the con-
tracts hid been done, and payments made, and

settlements bad; that Is according to the mem-
orandum here. Now, I want to know- -'

Mr. Harrington. The Idea of completing the
contracts after the work had been measured,
was for the Durmaa of cnmn'lllnr them to
keep these-stree- t in repair for the period of
lurco years,

Mr. Jewett. Then Here was an object la--
ui.vcu tu we vuutract ueeii,
Mr. Harrington. Yes, sir; they had been paid

honestly for tho work as measured by the engi-
neers. The contract contemplated their keep-
ing the rood bed fc repair for three years. That
was the object of having thr contract signed
and toe bonds filed- -

Mr. Merrick. There- - were a greit many of
these contracts, it hos-- been suggested to me.
where there I no fuclr clause as thr clause re
ferred to.

Mr. Jewett. The nature of some of these
contracts would render such a clause entirely
unnecessary.

Mr. Harrington. But the clause was general
in the contracts. That wis the Idea In the mind
of the board,- - the board feeling thatwbeneyera
written order was given, and the work begun.
on that written order, that that would stand as
a contract within the meaning of the law.

Mr. Jewett. 'What I wanted to get at was,
whether there Is a substantial reason for this
formality of the execution of a contract after
the work had been done and settled for.

Mr. Harrington. That wu the Idea in the
mind of the board, that these streets should be
kept in repair for the three years.

Governor Shepherd. I do not think a final
settlement was made In my case. I have no
knowledge of any such case until the contracts
were signed and the bonds token.

The Witness. I think that Is the fact.
Governor 8hepherd. We will Introduce testi-

mony upon that subject.
Mr. Jewett. I was going to remark that this

matter Is susceptible of proof, and perhaps you
hod better explain it by testimony.

Mr. Jewett, (to Sir. Harrington.) The.
organic act, I think, has the provision that

shall be done until their contract is signed,
has It not!

Mr. Harrington. I think tho organic act pro-
vides that the contract shall be in writing.

Mr. Jewett. And no work Is to be done until
that Is executed.

Mr. Harrington. No. sin I do not think It
goes so far as that. It simply says that all-co-

tracts snail De in writing.
Mr. Stanton. The provision of the organic

act Is section 37: "All contracts made by said
Board of Public Works shall be in writing, and
shall be signed by the parties making the same.
and a copy thereof shall be filed In the office of
me secretary or me District."

By Mr Christy: Q. I understand you to say
that It was a part of your official duty to pre
pare tne contracts ior signatures; am 1 nguis
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you, In addition to that, prepare the
bonds that we find attached to the contracts!
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you In all instances prepare bonds
when you prepared the contracts! A. In every
case, excepting there was one or two instances,
I think, that were prepared by my predecessor,
which hod no bonds to them.

Q. When did your term of office begin! A.
On the 1st of January, 1373. But In every case,
so far as I have examined them, the contractor
himself was sufficient, and the old bond car-
ried with it the extension.

Q. But you did prepare the bonds and
attach them to the contract! A. I did. That
was part of mv dutv.

Q. No contract was executed without the ac
companying bonds! A. None that I remember
of. It was my duty to do it.

Q. Is there any bond attached to the contract
ofDeGauller and McClelland for laying car-
riageway on Pennsylvania avenue east, from
First street to Seventh street! A. We have a
chattel-mortga- bond on that. It is In the of--
nco oiuoi. wm. A. I'OOK.

Q. Are there any other contracts that have
no bopds attached! A. I think you will find
pretty much all of C. E. Evans' contracts are
without bonds attached. They were referred
by order to Cook's office, and you will find
them there.

Q. And all the bonds that were prepared by
you that are not attached to the contracts on
me are m me omce cr William a. uooei a.
That is my recollection of it.

Q. What was the explanation of the reference
of that matter of bonds to William A. Cook!
A. His wife was his principal bondsman. The
object was for Mr. Cook to ascertain whether
she was worth in hernatlve place I forget now
whether R was Massachusetts or NewTork
a sum in real estate over and above all her
debts and liabilities equal to the aggregate of
all me Donas wnicn ne entered into, ana ne nas
the paper on file from the siurogate or the
proper office.

Q. How many such bonds are there! A. I
forget.

Q. Do they relate to all the contracts of C.
E. Evans! A. Certainly; they are separate;
and the "papers which he obtained not merely
state that she is good for each separate bond,
but good for them all In tho aggregate.

y. wnat was me aggregate amount A. 1
forget: something over $100,000; perhaps
1150,000. It wis very large. That was one of
tne oDjects ior wnicn it was reierrea to mm.

Q. That question has never been settled,
whether the bond Is sufficient or not! A. Yes,
sir.

a. Why are they not returned to the office
and attached to the contract! A. I do not
know. I never got them back, but you can get
them by what you call a auca team.

Q. Did William A. Cook advise you that the
signature of a married woman had validity and
was sufficient! A. Yes. sir.

sir. Harrington, cto air. t;nnsty.; uo you
make any point of that!

Mr. Christy. I want to know his advice. We
will argue It hereafter.

The Chairman, (to Mr. Christy.) What are
you trying to prove!

Mr. Christy. I am proving that he prepared
not only the contract as a part of his official
duty, but also the bonds. He makes the gen-
eral statement that no contract was executed
unless he prepared and hod executed the bond
accompanying it. Upon reflection, he makes
these exceptions, first, In regard to the contract
of DeGauldler and McClelland, wLo.-- e no bond
was executed

The Witness. Oh. no.
Mr. Christy. But a chattel-mortgag- e taken

instead.
The Witness. It is a chattel-mortga- bond,
Mr. Christy. Very well, a chattel-mortgag- e

or whatever you describe it. Then, in regard
to the contract of C. E. Evans, he says that
the reason whv the bonds are not attached to
those contracts is this: that tho question of
the sufficiency of the wife of C. E.Evans to go
as surety on this bond was referred to William
A. Cook, and that this bond still remains in
the office of William A. Cook.

Governor Shepherd. That Is all In our an-

swer.
Mr. Christy. In all the contracts of C. E.

Evans!
Mr. Merrick. Has not C. E. Evans executed

some contracts since this investigation began!
The Witness. I have not seen him since this

Investigation began. He may be here for all
that.

Mr. Bass. I think there Is some misunder
standing about this. The book which you
handed to Judge Jewett seems to be a copy
exactly of the list which Is found In the Gov-

ernor's answer, and that Is printed from this
book:.

The Witness. Yes, sir; this Is not a correct
copy.

Governor Shepherd. That Is a copy of what
came In with my answer.

By Mr. Bats: Q. Now. the star and the cross,
Indicating whether work was In progress or
work completed upon these various contracts,
is to be found also in this report in the Gover-
nor's answer, page 337; Does that star Indi-
cate that the work was completed at the time
of the execution ot the contract, or that the
work was completed at the tlmo of the making
up of tho schedule! A. That part of the work
was the engineer's.

Q. Did you make up this schedule! A. I
mode np the schedule, and they revised It.

Q. Let me call your attention again. When
you mike a cross indicating that work was In
progress, does that cross indicate that work was
In progress when t'je work wuexecuted.or that
the work wu in progress at the tune of the
preparation of this schedule 7 A. I cannot
say; it wu not my work, and I could not an-

swer.
Q. Did you not make this up! A. I made

up tho list of contracts, of course, but I did
not do that. ,

O. Is that your handwriting! A. No, sir.
Q. Wu it made up In your office? A. Yes,

sir; but no notice that it wu signed by the en-

gineer. He attests his portion of It and I mine.
5. Yes, I understand that. So that you can-

not state whether it had been completed at the
time of the execution of the contract or at the
time you mode up this schedule! A. I will tell
you my Impression: that It wu partially hi
progress at the date of the sending of this to
Congress.

Mr. Jewett. That cannot be so.
The Witness. It could not be so at the time

of the date of the contract.
By Mr. Bass: Q. Now, to get this clear, I

think there Is an error about It. The first
column In this list of contracts, to be found in
the Governor's answer1, In which we find the
date. I think we have already ascertained that
that date Is the date of the award of the

and that the contracts, when drawn, are
drawn and dated u of the date of the award.
A. The date that they reached my office; yes,
sir. -

Q. Subsequently, when Congress organlaa
this committee, and this committee sent for this
list this Is the list prepared, is it, from which
that la sent too A. That is the list prepared;
yes, sir.

Q. And In that list you sought to Indicate which
portion of these contracts hod been completed,
and upon which of the contracts the work wu
in progress! A. I presume, that wu the ob-

ject of the engineer.
Q. And the star and asterisk here Indicate

not that the contracts were executed while the
work was in progress, but after the work wu
completed, but for the Information of the com-

mittee this Indicates which contracts hid bee a
completed, asd Weh partially completed, at

the time thL y tent tnl A. That Is my un-
derstanding 01 it- -

By Mr. Jeweu Q. The sewer, Feb-
ruary 1 ; that has themarkof being completed!
A. It hu been competed since February 1. '

Q. Wo have had "evidence here over and
again that It wu completed before this wu
made. Two or three witnesses sweir to that.

Mr. Bus. That may be. Some of these con-
tracts u to'wblch the wcvst wu ccmpleted
may have been executed slnv that time, and
may bear date. I do not spe.tk of 11 it. But
that is not the Infallible Indication of it.

Mr. Jewett, It It the infallible Indication of
it if the statement if true. I do not think it to
Infallible either.

Mr. Boss. I desire to be dear, sees us) I
wanted to know whether there htoT been io
many contracts executed since this eoamittte
uas organized, and It seemed to me that prob-
ably these wu a- misapprehension of thUtesU- -.
mony.

The Witness. Let me insweryoaln referSaco
to this lost remark of yours. This Is not my
work but that of the engineer's office.

jflnSltT' W oood. executed Br
5 " E Et, executed In the city of
New YOrk, or in this city I A. In th s city, 1?
took her acknowledgment.

Q. When did-- yon do that! A. It Is somcr
time-ag-

Q. Were they an taken together or at dif-
ferent times! A. At different times no. I be- -,
lieve they were ill taken together.

Q. Fix the time u near u you cin7 A.
Welt, it is some time ago.

Q- - Say four weeks! A. O, yes.
Q.81x weeks! A. Yes.
Q. About how long! A. It hu been soma

tlmeigo; before this Investigation considerably.
Q. A month before the tavestlgatlonl A.

Yes, sir; I think even beyond that.
Q. Two months! A. I think it is ; I will not

be certain.
Mr. Christy. T desire to continue the exami-

nation of Mr. Wollard upon the subject of this
book.

O. P. WOLLARD SXCAIXXTX
By Mr. Christy: Q. You say that you were

the clerk, and that allihese entries were mCe
by you! A. Yes, sir.

q. What was the arrangement between your
father ind Samuel Strong! A. He wu to hate
one-thi- and Mr. Btrong wu to have the o her

Q. When wu that business arrangement
entered Into! A. That I cannot say. I wu
not connected with him at the time he made
such arrangement ; that wu before I went
there.

Q. What business did It relate to t We--e

they partners generally in business! A. No.
sir.

q. Or In regard to special matters! A. In
regard to these several contracts.

The Chairman, (to Mr. Christy.) What do
you desire to show!

Mr. Christy. I desire to show, If I can, by
this witness that these entries appear fiom the
book to have been made about the tame time,
or at the same time; and yet a very considera-
ble period or time Is embraced in this book.

The Witness. I will say that these are copies
of the originals. I hive not hod the book in
my hand for a year, I suppose, until this morn-
ing.

By Mr. Christy: Q. Cap you explain to the
committee why those first pages were torn out!
A. Yes, sir; because it wu a portion of the old
memoranda. That Is, they were torn out over
a year ago.

Q, Where are the memoranda! A. Thev ara
destroyed, I presume. They were mere eoplea
of what wu put here forward.

y. yu mat me dook purchased for this busi-
ness! A. Itwu.

Q. Look at that pure and read the first twn
lines of the heading, (handing book to wit-
ness.) A. That Is a private account between
my latner ana Mr. strong. "Samuel Strong to
James F. Wollard, Dr."

Q. Wu that book new when it first came
Into your possession! A. It wu.

Q. And that wu the first entry made in that
book! You made that heading! A. Yes, sir;
I hod the names reversed; I had my father's
name at the top Instead of Mr. Strong's. I
merely reversed them. That is to the best of
my recollection.

Q. Arc there any other erasures in that book!
A. Probably you con find some.

q. Hold it to the light. You can see it. A.
It is merely a running account. 'It is not a
general account.

By the Chairman: q. That is also erased
there! (indicating.) A. Yes, sir.

q. When wu that done! A. I presume It
wu done over a year ago. I suppose It hu
been a year, until this morning, since I had
that book In my hand.

q. Is this a book of original entry! A. It is
a book that we got for this purpose.

q. But is it the original book, showing
transactions from day to day! A. Yes, sir.

q. You have no other book! A. No, sir.
q. It is not a copy! A. No, sir; I will say

that that does not comprise everything with
regard to Mr. Strong's account and my father's.
We received some bonds and certificates from
the board since then, after they had made an
arrangement between them.

The Chairman. This is not the book I want:
I want the Check book.

Mr. Christy. Yes: and also the original bock
in which the entries were mode in the first in-
stance.

The Witness. That yoa have. That Is the
only book wc have.

v. Where ore the memoranda from which
you obtained those statements! I understood
you to say that you hod mode these entries from
memoranda in the booK, but torn out. Now
what was the object in tearing them out!
A. Other leaves were erased, I presume.

Q. Do you remember! A. Ithlnkthey were.
QWhy erased! A. I suppose they were

disfigured by handling presplrstlon from the
hand, or something of that sort.

Q. Would tbey not show more accurately
the statement than now! A. No, sir; not at
all.

Q. When did you first begin to keep that
book; what season of the year! A. I think It
wu In the summer of 1373.

The Chairman. Mr. Christy, I do not think
I would press this unless you expect to show
something.

Mr. Christy. I expect to show that he has
produced as a book of original entries oca
made up from memoranda contained In t.e
books, which were torn out as he admits.

Tho Chairman. I know, but we have called
for the proper books, and therefore It seems to
me that this Is rather Immaterial.

Mr. Christy. The witness says he hu not
had this in his possession for more than a year.

q. (to the witness.) In whoso possession has
It been! A. It hu been in the safe in the
office.

q. Who has had access to that! A. My
father and myself.

q. Hu Mr. Strong! A. No, sir.

TESTIMONT 07 OEOROE W. LINVILLE.

Mr. Linville, having been duly sworn, testi
fied is follows:

By the Chairman: Q. Have you had any con
tracts with the Board of Tublic Works! A. I
had one some time ago.

q. ma yoa any partner in ui a. ies, nr.
o. Who wu he! A. John O. Evans. He

wu a partner in the getting of the contract.
y . a partner in its execution; a. res, sir.
Q. What were your respective interests! A.

He wu to furnish all the material, and the
means for conducting It to carry It on. He
wu to furnish everything to finish It. After
all expenses wcro paid, 1 wu to receive halt
the profits.

Q. Is the contract completed! A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you have adjusted with each other

the profits! A. I sold out to him, sir, before it
was finished.

Q. What wu that contract for! A. Paving
D, northwest.

Q. Do you know the amount of money re
ceived by John O. Evans from the Government
of the United States! A. I do not, sir.

O, Or received from the Board of Public
Works! A. No, sir.

VJ. Uo yoa Know anything about John O.
Evans' business relations with Lewis Clephane!
A. No, sir.

Q. L. 8. Filbert! A. No, sir.
Q. HeJlet Kllboorn! A. No, sir.
O. You know nothlncr of the rel&ttnnx nf

these people to each other! A. No, sir; noth-
ing at all. I spoke of this contract af the only-on-

I hod under tho Board of Public Works. I
hod a contract originally under Mayor Emory,
in which Mr. Evtns wis interested.

Q. This wu a contract for the paving of D
street! A. Yes, sir.

Q. From what point to what point A. From
New Jersey avenue to Third street.

y. wnat aid air. isvacs pay you ior your in-

terest In that contract! 1. 1 cannot say, sir.
When I sold out to him I was interested with
him as a partner In a wharf, In the lumber busi-
ness, and some time previously I hod hod a se-

vere attack, and found that I wu unable to
bear the duties that were required of me, and
proposed selling out my entire Interest in the
wharf property, lumber business, and the eon-tra- ct,

ind so arranged Ih the latter part of De-

cember, 1872, 1 think it was some time in De-

cember, I cannot fix the date.
Q. How did you get at the amount paid! A.

We could not get at it at all. I had advanced
nothing In the contract In the shape of money.
only In the lumber buslncss,wharflng business;
mo tuas x Jiuew sou wuu a naa mere.

Q. "Therefore It Is Impossible for vou to make
an estimate of the value of your Interest in that
contract, do I understand that! A. Yes, sir.

Q. How did you estimate in vour own mtrwtt
Do you remember that! A. I went over it in
my own mrad, taking the amount that I hid of
money aavoncea in our business it the whirr,
and felt, having Invested nothing, that I wu
satisfied to take a certain amount which I
named, If I could get it. He differed from me,
and we determined and mode an entire settle-
ment at the time. I sold out my entire Inter-
est In the lumber business and the wharf wa
hod erected, ind everything connected with it,
u well u ill the contracts.

By Mr. Mattlngly: Q. The whole thing wu
lumped! A. It wu a lumped matter, yes, Or.

By Mr. Christy: Q. When did yo business
relations begin with John Q. Evans? A. After
I had the contract from Mayor Emery for pav-

ing Pennsylvania avenue irom Twelfth to I-- -

IteinJljaJrtet,
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